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Policy


e                                                                  Birth Center: Accounting for Vaginal Sponges
	
Skill Level


MD,RN
	
Objective


Prevention of retained vaginal sponges after the birth process.
	
Implementation


1. 4X4 sponges without radiopaque tails are for external use only during vaginal delivery procedures.  

2. If internal packing for laceration or episiotomy repair is needed, vaginal packing sponges are used with blue radiopaque tails remaining visible externally and attached to an instrument for easy removal. 

3. Prior to the end of the delivery and repair, the nurse is responsible to ask the delivering physician or midwife if all sponges have been accounted for (“Pause for the Gauze”) and to document this in the medical record.  In Excellian, this is documented on the maternal delivery record under “Episiotomy/Laceration-Removal of all vaginal foreign bodies”, select appropriate response as listed.   For non-Excellian hospitals document, “Physician verified that all sponges accounted for” in progress note or delivery documentation. 

4. Physicians are responsible to ensure that all sponges placed inside the vagina have been removed and document this in OB MD Delivery Navigator and check the appropriate button for “Removal of All Foreign Bodies”, or in a progress note.  For Non-Excellian hospitals document in the delivery note in the permanent medical record.
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


        See Minnesota Adverse Health Events Reporting at http://www.health.state.mn.us/patientsafety/adverse27events.html
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