Business Case for SAFE COUNT
· For reporting year 2007-2008, currently (April, 2008) 64% of retained foreign objects reported under the Minnesota Adverse Health Care Event Reporting Law are retained sponges in vaginal deliveries.
· Retained sponges in vaginal deliveries are now included in the Joint Commission’s list of reportable sentinel events.

· According to a review of 9729 closed case files from the ProMutual Insurance Company, 67 were found to involve 40 patients who had retained surgical sponges.  Most of the cases (50%) involved abdominal surgery, and 28% involved uncomplicated vaginal deliveries.

· Fifty percent (50%) of the vaginal procedures resulted in lawsuits.  
· Sponge counts were not performed in any of the vaginal procedures reviewed.

· A retained sponge can be the source of vaginal discharge after delivery and the patient is immediately relieved of the symptoms after sponge removal; however, the retained sponge has been cited as the alleged cause of abdominal pain, fever, abscess formation or episiotomy breakdown, and subsequent recto-vaginal fistula.

