
 

SAFE PATIENT HANDLING POLICY CHECKLIST FOR NURSING HOMES, 
HOSPITALS AND OUTPATIENT SURGICAL CARE CENTERS 

 

"Health care facility" means a hospital as defined in section 144.50, subdivision 2; 

an outpatient surgical center as defined in section 144.55, subdivision 2; and a 

nursing home as defined in section 144A.01, subdivision 5.  

 
I. Written Program  
A. Does the facility have a written SPH program? 
B. Does the written program address the following? 

1. Assessment of hazards with regard to patient handling 
2. The acquisition of an adequate supply of appropriate safe patient handling 

equipment 
3. Initial and ongoing training of nurses and other direct patient care workers on 

the use of the equipment 
4. Procedures to ensure that physical plant modifications and major construction 

projects are consistent with program goals (plant modifications and major 
construction projects do not negatively impact the use of safe patient handling 
equipment nor the ability of direct patient care workers to perform their duties 
in a safe manner) 

5. Periodic evaluations of the safe patient handling program (annual evaluation 
conducted by the safe patient handling committee)  

 
II. SPH Committee 
A. Has a safe patient handling committee been established?   

1. Is the membership of this committee composed of at least half non-managerial 
nurses and other direct patient care workers? 
2. If the facility is covered by a collective bargaining agreement, did the union 
select the committee members proportionate to its representation of non-
managerial workers, nurses, and other direct patient care workers? 
3. Are committee members compensated for all hours spent on committee 
business? 

 
III. Committee Duties 
A. Has the SPH committee completed a hazard assessment that includes the following: 

1. Patient handling tasks (Identify the tasks being performed) 
2. Types of nursing units (Are the various different types of patient care areas 
being identified? i.e. transitional care, rehabilitation, long term care, operating 
room, emergency department, procedure room, etc.) 
3. Patient population (Are specific characteristics of the different patient 
populations (mobility needs, ability to understand directions, behavioral issues, 
etc.) being identified as they relate to increased lifting risks to caregivers? 
4. Physical environment of patient care areas  
5. Identifies problems and solutions (Are recommendations being made by the 
committee as to the types and amounts of lifting equipment needed? Has the 
committee identified and made recommendations regarding the physical barriers 
in the facility that would prevent or make difficult the use of the equipment. 
6. Identifies areas of highest risk for injuries  



 

7. Did the SPH Committee recommend a mechanism to report, track, and 
analyze injury trends?  

 
B. Make recommendations on the purchase, use, and maintenance of an adequate 

supply of appropriate safe patient handling equipment.  
C. Make recommendations on training of nurses and other direct patient care 

workers on use of safe handling equipment, initially when the equipment arrives 
at the facility and periodically afterwards.  

D. Conduct annual evaluations of the safe patient handling program to evaluate 
effectiveness of the program.  

E. Recommend procedures to ensure that, when remodeling of patient care areas 
occurs, the plans incorporate safe patient handling equipment of the physical 
space construction design needed to accommodate safe patient handling 
equipment at a later date.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


