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Pat ien t  Safet y Commi t tee 
The Patient Safety Committee addresses public policy, leadership, and best practices to position 
MHA and its member facilities as demonstrated leaders in patient safety. The committee creates 
change through the development of public policy, promotion of hospital leadership and 
collaboration with the Minnesota Alliance for Patient Safety to disseminate successful practices 
and patient safety resources. This committee serves as a conduit for all MHA member facilities 
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2008 members: 

Chair: Dr. Steven Mulder, Director of Medical Affairs, Hutchinson Area Health Care 
Dr. Gordon Alexander, President, University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview, Minneapolis  
Dr. Gregory Angstman, President & CEO/Medical Director, Cannon Falls Medical Center - Mayo Health 

System 
Laurie S. Bach, Acute Care Division Director, Lakewood Health System, Staples  
Christine M. Boese, V.P., Patient Care Services, Regions Hospital, St. Paul 
Joan Boysen, Chief of Patient Services, District One Hospital, Faribault  
Mary Braddock, Children’s Hospitals & Clinics of Minnesota, Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Mary F. Buhl, Director, Risk Management/Performance Improvement, St. Cloud Hospital 
Becky Christensen, Quality Management, Owatonna Hospital 
Robynn Coauette, Quality/Risk Manager, RiverView Healthcare Association, Crookston  
Dr. Patrick T. Courneya, Associate Medical Director, Primary Care, Patient Safety & Pharmacy, 

HealthPartners, Inc., Bloomington 
George Gerlach, CEO & Administrator, Granite Falls Municipal Hospital & Manor 
Marilyn Grafstrom, Quality and Risk Manager, LifeCare Medical Center, Roseau 
Wendy Gullicksrud, Director Patient Safety & Infection Prev. Control, North Country Health Services, 

Bemidji  
Kathy R. Johnson, St. Luke’s Hospital, Duluth 
Lori Johnson, Patient Safety Officer, Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis  
Margaret Kalina, Director, Patient Care Services, Douglas County Hospital, Alexandria 
Trina Lower, Director of Quality & HIS, Mercy Hospital & Health Care Center, Moose Lake  
Karen MacDonald, Associate Administrator, Care Management, HealthEast Care System, St. Paul  
Kathy Mount, Director of Quality Improvement, Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Minneapolis 
Alison H. Page, Chief Safety Officer, Office of Clinical Affairs, Fairview Health Services, Minneapolis  
Catherine Sampson, Manager, Risk Management, North Memorial Medical Center, Robbinsdale  
Dr. Paula Santrach, Chair, Clinical Practice Quality Oversight Subcommittee, Mayo Clinic Rochester 
Dr. Thomas Schmidt, Medical Director, Patient Safety, Park Nicollet Health Services, Minneapolis  
Dr. Stephen J. Swensen, Member, Director for Quality, Mayo Clinic, Rochester 
Marcia Troy, St. Mary’s Medical Center, Duluth 
Dr. Penny Ann Wheeler, Allina Hospitals & Clinics, Minneapolis 
Kari Witte, Director of Patient Care, Windom Area Hospital 
Staff: Tania Daniels, Vice President, Patient Safety; Mark Sonneborn, Vice President, Information & Data 

Services; Julie Apold, Director of Patient Safety, Minnesota Hospital Association, St. Paul �


