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	Fall Prevention 

	Purpose:
	To define process and procedures related to fall prevention in the Emergency Services department.

	Policy:
	See entity policy 

	Procedure:
	I:  Assessment,  Reassessment, and Plan of Care
1. When patients present for triage, assess the following:

· Is presenting complaint related to a fall

· Mobility and ambulation status (use of assistive device, unsteady gait, etc)
· 65 years of age or greater
· Method of presentation -  patients admitted via ambulance are automatic fall risk
2. Perform Get Up and Go test for patients meeting any of the above criteria.
3. All patients identified at risk will have the following plan of care:

· Fall Precautions band

· Fall Precautions door signage

· Direct visualization

· Assistance and monitoring during toileting

· Call light within reach

· Patient and Family Education (see below)
4. Consider physician’s order for referral to HomeCare or Physical Therapy based on risk and disposition.

5. Reassess with any transfer of care, or change in condition. 
6. Communicate fall risk with any transfer of care.       

II.  Patient and Family Involvement
         1.  Provide patient handouts at the time of admission

· All patients receive “Reducing Patient Falls”

· Depending on risk factors and assessment, may provide patient handout “Getting In/Out of Bed” and/or “Please press the call button”.

2. Provide educational information upon discharge if patient is returning to home setting

· “Preventing Falls at Home”

III.  Post Fall Management
1. In the event of a fall, assess the patient for injury and notify the ED physician.
2. Perform Patient Safety huddle, complete the Patient Safety Huddle form, and I-Care report.  (Inpatient Charge nurse ensures completion)

	External Ref:
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