GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
Falls Team Patient Safety Rounds:  Emergency Department

Date: 10/20/2010
Rooms/Area assessed:  Emergency Department
Rounds performed by NL Falls Team members:  Sandra Larson, Mara Jordahl, Val Iskierka  
Treatment rooms 4, 7, 8, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19;  Trauma Rm 6;  Bathrooms:  Waiting room (near security), Waiting Room (north), Middle(by ED office area), South (across from Rm 17);  Family Room;  
	BATHROOMS AND TOILETS
	RESULTS

	· Non-slip flooring

· Properly positioned and secure handrails next to the toilet/shower
· Raised toilet seats available which are well fitting and secure
· Receptacles for soap and shampoo which are easy to reach and do not require the patient to bend over
· Room for a seat in and near the shower
· Shower base step-less
· Call buttons accessible from sitting position EITHER on toilet seat or in shower area
· Doors lightweight and easy to use
	NW Bathroom:  Rolling commode with only front wheel brakes
Waiting Room Bathroom: call cord around feminine product machine and hard to pull

Looked “dirty”

ED office area “middle” bathroom:

call cord not close to stool and not easy to pull

	FURNITURE
	

	· Are chair legs straight, rather than sticking out and being a hazard?
· Is furniture secure enough to support a patient, should they lean or grab for balance?

· Are footstools in good repair- non-rolling and with rubber skid protectors on all feet?
· Is the top of the footstool a non-skid surface?
· Is space available for footstool when required?
	Rooms 8 & 17:  Chair missing leg tips

Room 18:  No visitor chairs

Room 7:  Rolling footstool in entry/exit path

Room 19:  Recliner chair does not have back brakes



	FLOOR SURFACES
	

	· Non-slip surfaces in all patient areas

· Absence of raised edges throughout

· Good condition

· Changes in floor surface clearly defined

· Carpets low-pile, firmly attached and a constant colour rather than patterned
· Walls a contrasting color to the floor
· Floors have a matt finish, which is glare-free
· “Wet floor” signs readily available and used promptly in the event of a spillage
· Routine cleaning of floors done in a way to minimize risk to patients/employees (e.g.  Well signed, out of hours)
	Carpet in good repair; low pile
Floors in good repair;  no raised edges

	LIGHTING/CIRCULATION
	

	· Adequate night lighting in all patient areas

· Adequate lighting throughout

· Stairs well-lit?  Day and night

· Staircases have light switches at the top and bottom of them
· Glare absent from windows
· Absence of clutter
· Adequate space for mobility aids/adequate storage space for equipment
	Room 8 & 18:  Light out 

	EQUIPMENT
	

	Shower Chairs/Commode Chairs

· Shower chairs have adjustable legs, armrest and rubber stoppers 

· Commode chairs have wheels, castors, and brakes that work smoothly and effectively
Wheelchairs

· Brakes secure chair when applies

· Leg rests adjust easily

· Arm Rests detach easily for transfers

· Foot pedals fold easily so that patient may stand safely

Beds/Carts

· Side rails raise and lower easily/are secure when up

· Wheels turn/roll easily/do not stick

· Brakes secure bed firmly when applied

· Height adjusts easily

· Over bed table has locking wheels/positioned on wall side of bed

IV Poles/Stands

· Pole raises and lowers easily

· Wheels roll easily and do not stick

· Base is stable/does not tip easily (should have 5 point base)

Call Lights

· Lights outside room/sounds at station

· Accessible in bathroom/within reach of patient

Walkers/Canes

· Rubber tips in good condition

· Is stable

Monitoring equipment

· Cords out of the way;  do not present a trip or strangulation hazard (peds)
	NW bathroom:  commode has brakes only on front wheels
Wheelchairs:

Brakes not tight enough to prevent movement – chairs # 14, 17, 22, 27, 31, 2460612, 2460604.  All wheelchairs in front lobby area need brake repair.

Mayo stands may present a trip hazard if not moved out of the way

Call Lights: hard to pull in waiting room bathroom and in middle bathroom (by ED office)
Room 7 & 8:  Monitor cords hanging down/dangling from monitor


Overall Positives:
· Signage outside each treatment room
· Flooring & carpet in good repair;  matte finish

· Call lights working
· ED walker in good shape/good tips

Overall Concerns:

· No safety plugs in electrical outlets in Family Room or Children’s waiting room area

· No fall signage in Middle bathroom or waiting room bathroom (near security)

· Size of South bathroom- across from room 17 (difficulty opening door if someone fell and on floor)
