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	Purpose:
	To define process and procedures related to fall prevention within the Perinatal Services department.

	Policy:
	See entity policy and procedure

	Procedure:
	I:  Assessment,  Reassessment, and Plan of Care
1. Upon admission, complete the Hendrich II Fall Risk assessment 
2. Make referrals to other disciplines based on pre-identified scoring parameters found on the assessment.
3. For all patients identified at risk, complete an individualized plan of care.
4. OB patients are not reassessed after the initial admission process.   
5. Ensure that patients with an epidural catheter remain on bedrest and assist with repositioning.

6. Assist the post delivery patient to the bathroom for the first time and remain with the patient during toileting.   

II.  Patient and Family Involvement
1. Instruct the patient regarding risk factors present during the period of administration/recovery from spinal/epidural anesthesia and post vaginal delivery.

         2.  Provide patient handouts at the time of admission

· All patients receive “Reducing Patient Falls”
· Depending on risk factors and assessment, may provide patient handout “Getting In/Out of Bed” and/or “Please press the call button”.

2. Provide educational information upon discharge if patient is returning to home setting

· “Preventing Falls at Home”
III.  Post Fall Management
1. Assess the patient for injury and notify the attending physician or house officer.
2. Perform Patient Safety Huddle, complete the Patient Safety Huddle form, and I-Care report (Charge Nurse ensures completion)


	External Ref:
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