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	Purpose:
	To define Surgical Services process and procedures related to fall prevention

	Policy:
	See entity policy and procedure

	Procedure:
	I:  Assessment,  Reassessment, and Plan of Care
All surgical patients are considered to be at risk for fall due to the effects of surgical preparation, medications received, and the surgical procedure performed.  Fall risk is mitigated through continuous/frequent monitoring and observation of status pre, intra, and post-operatively.   
Universal Fall Risk Interventions:

1. Place yellow identification band on inpatient surgical patients and communicate risk for fall in transfer of care communication to receiving unit.
2. Stay with the patient during any episode of toileting.

         3.  At the time of discharge (Same Day Surgicals):

· Assess ability to dress independently and safely.  Instruct patient to remain seated while dressing.  
· Based on mobility and transfer ability, accompany patient with 1-2 staff members and assist safely into vehicle.

II.  Patient and Family Involvement
1. Provide education related to patient safety and universal interventions utilized in the Surgery department to reduce fall risk.

2. Provide educational information upon discharge if patient is identified to have fall risk factors present upon returning to home setting

· “Preventing Falls at Home”

III.  Post Fall Management 
1. Assess the patient for injury and notify the attending physician or house officer.
2. Perform Patient Safety huddle, complete the Patient Safety Huddle form, and I-Care report.  (Surgery or PACU Charge nurse ensures completion)

	External Ref:
	2006 National Patient Safety Goal #9

	Internal Ref:
	

	Source:
	Surgical Services Clinical Nurse Supervisor

	Approved by:
	Director of Surgical Services

	Date Effective:
	7/04

	Date Revised:
	5/06, 8/07, 11/08

	Date Reviewed:
	10/05


