

SAFE SKIN Gap Analysis – Respiratory Devices
	SAFE SKIN Practice

The following key strategies for preventing respiratory device-related pressure ulcers have been implemented:


	Gap? Y/N
	If yes, strategies to meet this practice
	Person Responsible
	Timeline

	1a)   Respiratory therapy is represented on the organization’s pressure ulcer prevention team.

	
	
	
	

	1b)   The skin beneath and around oxygen administration devices are thoroughly inspected at least every 8-12 hours.


	
	
	
	

	1c)   Patients and caregivers are educated on the importance of frequent skin inspection beneath and around respiratory devices and of informing staff if they experience discomfort or pain beneath or around the devices.

	
	
	
	

	1d)   Responsibility is clearly assigned (to a specific clinical discipline) for inspection and documentation of skin integrity around and under oxygen administration devices.

	
	
	
	

	1e)   Abnormal skin integrity findings, site cares and interventions are documented in the patient’s medical record in a location that is accessible to all relevant clinical disciplines.

	
	
	
	

	1f)   Ear protectors are used on oxygen tubing as appropriate.


	
	
	
	

	1g)  Strap tension and skin integrity beneath and around life sustaining CPAP and NPPV masks are checked at least every 4 hours, with oral intake, and with oral cares.


	
	
	
	

	1h)   During routine tracheostomy site care (at least every 8-12 hours) skin integrity and tension is checked under the straps, around and in back of the neck, around the stoma, and under the tracheostomy tube flange/faceplate.
	
	
	
	

	1i)  Commercially available foam/collar type adjustable tracheostomy straps are used rather than ties or twill tape. 

	
	
	
	

	1j)  A standard procedure for management of tracheostomy sutures is in place.


	
	
	
	

	1k)  The tension and skin integrity under and around ETTs and straps is checked every 2 hours with close attention to the neck, lips and mouth. 


	
	
	
	

	1l)   When using commercial stabilizers, the position of the ETT (right, middle, left) is rotated at least every 2 hours.
	
	
	
	








