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Rubin Pillay, M.D., Ph.D. 
 
Rubin Pillay is a high performance, versatile and commercially astute health care executive 
offering a twenty eight year career of impressive successes in health care as a clinician, 
academic, leader and innovator/entrepreneur. A medical futurist and professor of health care 
innovation, he is currently the assistant dean for global health innovation at the School of 
Medicine, and the chief innovation officer of the health system at the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham. He was previously the Daniel White Jordan chair and the founding executive 
director of the Center for Health Systems Innovation in the Spears School of Business and 
Center for Health Sciences at Oklahoma State University.  
 
Dr. Pillay is a family physician and clinical pharmacologist who holds a Ph.D. in business 
administration, an MBA and an M.Sc. in health management. Prior to taking up his current 
position, he headed up programs in health leadership (with a focus on operational excellence) at 
the McKenna School of Business, Economics and Government (Pennsylvania, USA) and the 
School of Business and Finance (Cape Town, South Africa). He has substantial international 
teaching and consulting experience and a global reputation as a healthcare innovation and 
innovation management specialist. Dr. Pillay is widely published in the field of strategic health 
leadership and his current work focuses on the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
transformation of health and health care with particular emphasis on how macro environmental 
variables like the politico-legislative environment, technology, economics and socio-
demographic and cultural changes are set to impact the supply side, demand side and the 
payment for health care.  
 
Dr. Pillay is the first president of the International Society of Healthcare Entrepreneurship 
Education and Research (ISHEER), a Harvard Advanced Leadership Fellow in health 
innovation and editor in chief of the Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Health. He is 
an acclaimed and sought-after keynote and public speaker. 
 


